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Federal Management Regulation § 102–73.280 

LAND 

§ 102–73.260 What land acquisition pol-
icy must Federal agencies follow? 

Federal agencies must follow the 
land acquisition policy in the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Prop-
erty Acquisition Policies Act, as 
amended, 42 U.S.C. 4651–4655, which— 

(a) Encourages and expedites the ac-
quisition of real property by agree-
ments with owners; 

(b) Avoids litigation, including con-
demnation actions, where possible and 
relieves congestion in the courts; 

(c) Provides for consistent treatment 
of owners; and 

(d) Promotes public confidence in 
Federal land acquisition practices. 

§ 102–73.265 What actions must Fed-
eral agencies take to facilitate land 
acquisition? 

To facilitate land acquisition, Fed-
eral agencies must, among other 
things— 

(a) Appraise the real property before 
starting negotiations and give the 
owner (or the owner’s representative) 
the opportunity to accompany the ap-
praiser during the inspection; 

(b) Establish an amount estimated to 
be the just compensation before start-
ing negotiations and promptly offer to 
acquire the property for this full 
amount; 

(c) Try to negotiate with owners on 
the price; 

(d) Pay the agreed purchase price to 
the property owner, or in the case of a 
condemnation, deposit payment in the 
registry of the court, for the benefit of 
the owner, before requiring the owner 
to surrender the property; and 

(e) Provide property owners (and oc-
cupants) at least 90 days’ notice of dis-
placement before requiring anyone to 
move. If a Federal agency permits the 
owner to keep possession for a short 
time after acquiring the owner’s prop-
erty, Federal agencies must not charge 
rent in excess of the property’s fair 
rental value to a short-term occupier. 

JUST COMPENSATION 

§ 102–73.270 Are Federal agencies re-
quired to provide the owner with a 
written statement of the amount es-
tablished as just compensation? 

Yes, Federal agencies must provide 
the owner with a written statement of 
this amount and summarize the basis 
for it. When it is appropriate, Federal 
agencies must separately state the just 
compensation for the property to be ac-
quired and damages to the remaining 
real property. 

§ 102–73.275 What specific information 
must be included in the summary 
statement for the owner that ex-
plains the basis for just compensa-
tion? 

The summary statement must— 
(a) Identify the real property and the 

estate or interest the Federal agency is 
acquiring; 

(b) Identify the buildings, structures, 
and other improvements the Federal 
agency considers part of the real prop-
erty for which just compensation is 
being offered; 

(c) State that the Federal agency 
based the estimate of just compensa-
tion on the Government’s estimate of 
the property’s fair market value. If 
only part of a property or less than a 
full interest is being acquired, Federal 
agencies must explain how they deter-
mined the just compensation for it; and 

(d) State that the Government’s esti-
mate of just compensation is at least 
as much as the property’s approved ap-
praisal value. 

§ 102–73.280 Where can Federal agen-
cies find guidance on how to ap-
praise the value of properties being 
acquired by the Federal Govern-
ment? 

The Interagency Land Acquisition 
Conference has developed, promul-
gated, and adopted the Uniform Ap-
praisal Standards for Federal Land Ac-
quisitions, sometimes referred to as 
the ‘‘Yellow Book.’’ The Interagency 
Land Acquisition Conference, estab-
lished on November 27, 1968, by invita-
tion of the Attorney General, is a vol-
untary organization composed of the 
many Federal agencies engaged in the 
acquisition of real estate for public 
uses. The ‘‘Yellow Book’’ is published 
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